
 

 

March 26, 2023 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

As our national celebration of the Eucharistic Revival continues to call us to more deeply appreciate the gift 

of the Eucharist, it is a fitting time to reflect on the indispensable importance of the priest in the Eucharistic life of 

the Church. We are blessed to have many good, holy priests faithfully serving in the Diocese of Metuchen in our 

parishes, hospitals and other important ministries. Let us not forget that we also have a number of retired priests who 

have dedicated many years of devotion to God and our communities.  

 

With the passing of time, there comes a point when we as a Church must care for the priests who first cared 

for us. There are currently 31 retired priests in the Diocese of Metuchen. While some priests return home to live with 

relatives, there are those who do not have this option and need a safe, welcoming environment in which to retire. We 

currently have 11 priests residing at our Maria Regina Residence for Retired Priests where these faithful men live 

modestly and peacefully with access to medical care. Here our retired diocesan priests live each day with dignity and 

the ability to practice their Catholic faith in a brotherly community. Although retired, those who are physically able 

continue to generously help in so many ways—offering Mass at local parishes, hearing confessions, and sharing their 

spiritual and administrative wisdom with their brother priests. They also spend time in prayer in their chapel praying 

for the needs of everyone in our diocese, including you. 

 

Our retired priests have served so many people over the course of their ministry, nourishing our Catholic 

faith, educating our youth, and serving the poor and vulnerable. Next weekend, April 1 and 2, as we celebrate Palm 

Sunday, the faithful of the diocese will have the opportunity to gratefully acknowledge the life-long dedication of 

these priests by contributing to the Annual Collection for our Retired Diocesan Priests. All funds raised through 

this collection will be used exclusively to assist our retired priests by subsidizing the Maria Regina Residence. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity. Please keep all of our priests in your daily prayers. Please also 

continue to pray for vocations from our local Church to the holy priesthood for service in our diocese. 

 

With renewed best wishes, I remain 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA 

Bishop of Metuchen 


